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Overview of the ELCP program  
 
Niagara College’s (NC) English Language and Culture Program (ELCP) 2025 offers an exciting 
opportunity to learn to communicate in English through academic classes, field trips and social 
activities. 
 
The Summer ELCP is made for students who want to learn English while getting to know more about 
Canadian culture in a fun and engaging way! Through the ELCP, students will engage with English 
speakers in common conversations. This program develops speaking accuracy and fluency by 
focusing on vocabulary building, conversational grammar, pronunciation, English idioms and 
everyday expressions. 
 
As Niagara College is an adult learning environment, the minimum age requirement to participate in 
this program is 16 years old. 
 
Program Goals 

➢ Students will strengthen their general English skills, with a focus on speaking, listening, and 
pronunciation. 

➢ Students will gain exposure to postsecondary education in an international context. 
➢ Students will develop cross-cultural relationships in a multicultural setting. 
➢ Students will have a memorable learning experience and forge long lasting friendships. 

 

Important Dates 
Dates At a Glance 
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Comprehensive Program Timeline 
 

 Step 
Proposed Due Date 

July Intake 
Proposed Due Date 

August Intake 

 

1 NC to provide Agent code and application instructions 
In one week after 
receiving the request 
via email 

In one week after 
receiving the request 
via email 

 

2 

Agent/Partner to collect the list of students and share it 
with NC (using NC’s template – See Appendix A – GCTC 
Student Information Template) Note, chaperone 
information to be included here as well. 
 

By May 18, 2026 By June 15, 2026 

 

2* Residence registration deadlines By May 18, 2026 By June 12, 2026  

3 

NC to draft and share GCTC Contract for review and 
signature (See Appendix B – GCTC Contract Letter 
Overview) 
 

By May 20, 2026 By June 17, 2026 

 

4 
NC to evaluate, process and provide Letters of 
Acceptance and Invoice to Agent/Partner 

By May 27, 2026 By June 24, 2026 
 

5 

Agent/Partner to work with students to submit homestay 
application forms (online application) and provide flight 
details so NC can arrange airport transportation (*attach 
a copy of flight itinerary*) 
 

By June 1, 2026 By June 29, 2026 

 

6 Pre-departure Orientation Session for Students Week of June 15, 2026 Week of July 13, 2026 
 

7 
Agent/Partner to support students with applying for eTA 
/ VISA and provide NC with copies once received 

By June 17, 2026 (or as 
soon as possible) 

By July 12, 2026 (or as 
soon as possible) 

 

8 
NC to provide homestay and airport transportation 
confirmations 

By June 19, 2026 By July 13, 2026 
 

9 Agent/Partner to make group tuition payment By June 22 2026 By July 15, 2026 
 

10 
Agent/Partner to support with obtaining other student 
documents / information as required (See Appendix C – 
Other Documents) 

By June 22, 2026 By July 15, 2026 
 

11 
Student arrival in Canada 
(to be determined based on each group) 

July 5, 2026 August 3, 2026 
 

12 Orientation & Placement test July 6, 2026 August 4, 2026 
 

13 Class start date  July 6, 2026 August 4, 2026 
 

14 Class end date and celebration July 31, 2026 August 28, 2026 

 



4 
 

15 
Departure 
(to be determined based on each group) 

August 1, 2026 August 29, 2026 
 

 
Fee Breakdown 

 
The total program cost for ELCP is $ 4,495.00 CDN per student.  

The price includes: 

➢ Program Tuition ➢ Medical Insurance 
➢ Two Accommodations options: 

Homestay (with meals) and Residence 
(meals not included) 

➢ Airport Transfer (group arrival and 
departure) 

➢ Participation in weekly cultural and 
social activities including a trip to 
Toronto and Niagara Falls 

➢ Orientation and Graduation 
Celebration 

➢ Statement of Participation  
➢ Bus Pass  

 

Partnership Award Structure 
Niagara College is pleased to offer the following award structure for ELCP: 

➢ $500 CAD/ per student for 1-5 students.  

➢ $1,000 CAD/ per student for 6+ students.  

Homestay Program 
 
The Homestay Program includes welcoming students into Canadian homes. It is a housing program 
with emphasis on a first-hand introduction to Canadian culture and the Niagara Region. Wonderful 
local families provide support and assistance while students adapt to the lifestyle and demands of 
learning a second language. 
 

 
*Note, students have access to laundry facilities in the homestay program.  
**Note, linens (bedding and towels) and basic toiletries are provided in the homestay program.  
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Important Points About the Homestay Program: 
 

➢ A homestay family is as important to a student’s experience as their classes. 
➢ Homestay families are as diverse as the international students who attend Niagara College 

and have the desire to contribute to the lives of others. 
➢ Most of our homestays are within close walking distance (10-20 minutes) of the College, and 

many families provide bicycles for the students, depending on the arrival date/season. 
➢ Three nutritious meals a day are included for added convenience. 

  
Application Instructions 
➢ Homestay link: https://niagaracollege.tfaforms.net/55  

o Click “apply now” 
➢ Under “Homestay/Landing Pad (30 days or less)”  

o Select “Landing Pad” 
➢ Under “Date of Birth”, please record in the following format: MM/DD/YYYY 
➢ Under “group member information”  

o Select “Yes”  
o Select “xxxx” *Niagara College to provide School or Agent Group Name prior to 

homestay application* 
o Select “yes” for “Homestay Costs are Included in Contract”    

➢ Under “Program Campus”  
o Select “Welland Campus”  

➢ Under “To which program type have you been accepted?”  
o Select “English Language and Culture Program” 

This homestay application form is for students to complete individually to apply for our homestay 
program. Here, students have an opportunity to specify preferences so that our Housing Team can 
match them with appropriate families. 
 

Residence Information 
Residence Accommodations: Located just steps away from the classrooms, each residence suite consists 

of two private bedrooms, each furnished with a double bed, dresser, and desk with a work area. The 

suite also includes a kitchenette equipped with a microwave, full-size refrigerator, sink, storage, table, 

and chairs. Additionally, each suite features a three-piece washroom, satellite TV, and internet access. 

https://niagaracollege.tfaforms.net/55
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Weather and Packing List 
Summer temperatures can be hot and humid and days are usually in the 20°-30°C range while nights 
tend to average in the 10°C range. Lightweight casual clothing with a hat and lots of sunscreen when 
outside is recommended. In extreme cases, temperatures can approach 40°C in the summer 
months. 
Note, a reusable water bottle will be provided to students at orientation.   
 
Packing Tips 
➢ Mainly T-shirts and shorts 
➢ Socks, underwear 
➢ Few pairs of pants and sweaters 
➢ Pajamas 
➢ Waterproof hooded lightweight jacket  
➢ Sunhat 
➢ Sunscreen 
➢ Sunglasses 
➢ Comfortable running/walking shoes 
➢ Comfortable sandals 
➢ Bathing suit  
➢ Toiletries (I.e. deodorant, brush, face wash, toothbrush, razor, hair dryer, etc.)  
➢ Electronics and accessories 
➢ Personal documents 
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Sample Academic Calendar 

 

 

Sample Activities Calendar 

 

 

Public Transportation 
 
The Niagara Region offers a safe public transportation system to all its residents. The majority of our 
students travel via public transportation to campus, the grocery store, traveling to different cities 
within Niagara Region, etc. Students will have a Transit Pass for the duration of their stay with us. 
Students can use the Transit App for transit/busing directions (https://transitapp.com/). Bus passes 
will be provided to students on arrival.  
 

City of Welland Overview 
 
The City of Welland is located in the heart of the Niagara Peninsula, south of Lake Ontario and north 
of Lake Erie. Via highway, Welland is approximately seventy-five minutes from Toronto and within 
thirty minutes of Buffalo, New York. Welland is bounded by the City of Thorold and the Town of Pelham 
to the north, the City of Port Colborne to the south, the Township of Wainfleet to west and the Cities 
of Niagara Falls and Fort Erie to the east. 
 
Welland is one of Canada's genuinely authentic recreational canal cities, with the Welland 
Recreational Canal running through the downtown core. Welland is known for scenic cycling paths 

https://transitapp.com/
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and the Welland International Flatwater Centre (WIFC). Welland is Niagara's sport-tourism 
destination. 
 

Things to See and Do in Niagara  
Walking and Hiking Trails 
Niagara has many walking and hiking trails that offer unique features in natural settings. We 
encourage students to get outside, get active and explore the natural beauty of Niagara. A list of 
walking and hiking trails in Niagara is included here: 
https://www.niagararegion.ca/transportation/cycling-walking/trails.aspx  
 
Niagara Falls 
Niagara Falls, Ontario, is a Canadian city at the famous waterfalls of the same name, linked with the 
U.S. by the Rainbow Bridge. Its site on the Niagara River's western shore overlooks the Horseshoe 
Falls, the cascades' most expansive section. Elevators take visitors to a lower, wetter vantage point 
behind the falls. A cliffside park features a promenade alongside 520-ft.-high Skylon Tower with an 
observation deck. There is so much fun to be had at Niagara Falls including attractions, rides, 
casinos, arcades, golf, spas, shopping, waterparks, etc. Students will have the opportunity to visit 
Niagara Falls as part of the ELCP program. 
 
Old Town Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Old Town Niagara-on-the-Lake is one of Canada’s most historic and picturesque towns! Each year 
millions of people from around the world travel here to experience the Town’s unique charm and 
historic sites, including Fort George and Brock’s Monument; period-restored heritage homes, top-
flight golf courses, breath-taking parks and gardens, as well as over 30 wineries and countless 
vineyards, many of which produce Niagara’s world-class ice wine. Students will have the opportunity 
to visit Old Town Niagara-on-the-Lake as part of the ELCP program. 
 
Shopping – Outlet Collection at Niagara 
Located in the beautiful Niagara region, minutes from Niagara College’s Daniel J. Patterson Campus 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, this refreshing new outlet concept combines brand name fashion and 
lifestyle retailers—all at outlet prices you can’t resist! The Outlet Collection at Niagara features 100+ 
irresistible outlet brands including Aritzia, Nike Factory Store, Kate Spade New York, Brooks Brothers 
Factory Store, Coach, Michael Kors, Tommy Hilfiger and much more! Students will have the 
opportunity to visit the Outlet Collection at Niagara as part of the ELCP program.  
 

Canadian Cultural Dos and Don’ts 
Tipping 
The tipping culture in Canada features customary tip amounts for different services. Common tipping 
practices include tipping restaurants, bars, hotels, taxi services, train assistants, and other personal 
services. The standard tipping percentage in Canada is 15 to 20 percent for servers and a dollar a 
drink for bartenders. Baristas usually feature a jar where throwing in a few coins is customary. The 
amount is more variable among cab drivers. When tipping, use the local currency for easy 
calculations and exchange. There's no standard tipping policy in Canada, so you can give as much 
as you want if the business permits it. Most tippers consider factors such as exceptional service, 
menu prices, and payment options. Tipping practices and amounts also vary depending on the type 
of establishment. 
 

https://www.niagararegion.ca/transportation/cycling-walking/trails.aspx
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Greetings and Communication Styles 
Canadian greetings are generally friendly and casual, often involving a handshake, smile, and direct 
eye contact. Canadians value politeness and may use "please" and "thank you" frequently. 
Canadians are known for their "sorry" culture, where saying sorry is a common expression of 
politeness, even for minor situations. Don't be surprised if you hear "sorry" frequently, as it's often 
used as a form of courtesy and not necessarily an admission of fault. It's common to address people 
by their first names in informal settings, but using titles and last names is more appropriate in formal 
or professional contexts. In social settings, Canadians are generally open to discussing a wide range 
of topics, such as weather, sports, hobbies, travel, and current events. However, it's best to avoid 
controversial subjects like politics, religion, and personal finances unless the topic is broached by 
others. 
 
Cultural Diversity and Sensitivity 
Canada is a culturally diverse nation, with people from various backgrounds and traditions. Being 
open-minded, respectful, and curious about different cultures is highly appreciated. Be sensitive to 
cultural differences and avoid making assumptions about someone's background or beliefs. Respect 
religious practices and dietary restrictions when sharing meals or participating in events. 
 
Punctuality 
Canadians generally value punctuality and expect others to be on time for appointments, meetings, 
and social gatherings. Arriving a few minutes early is considered polite and shows respect for others' 
time. 
 
Personal Space 
Canadians value personal space, and it's essential to respect the comfort zone of others. Maintain 
an appropriate distance during conversations and be mindful of body language to avoid making 
others feel uncomfortable. 

Airport Arrival – What to Expect 
We prioritize delivering the best experience for our students from the moment they arrive in Canada, 
providing a welcoming and supportive environment to ensure our students feel safe. Group airport 
transportation will be provided to and from Toronto Pearson Airport. Niagara College Student 
Assistants will greet students with an NC sign/banner right outside of the international arrivals’ doors 
and will walk together with the students to the bus. From there, students will be driven back to 
Welland, where they will either be met by their homestay families on campus or dropped off 
individually to their homestays (depending on arrival flight time).  
 

Guard.me Insurance Overview 
Guard.me is a solutions-focused health and wellness insurance provider for NC’s international 
students. They provide a dedicated team who understands the exciting journey international 
students are on, and how an unexpected medical bill or mental health concern can stop it. No matter 
the situation, they will assist in looking for solutions. Our health and wellness partner empowers 
students to safely travel the world to enrich their lives through international study. NC believes 
everyone should feel safe, supported, and cared for during their time abroad. All ELCP students will 
be covered by Guard.me insurance during their time at NC. Please see Appendix D – Policy 
Summary.   
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Appendices 
Appendix A – GCTC Student Information Template 
 
This template contains all the necessary information required for student enrollment. Once complete, we liaise with our admissions 
department to be able to provide Letters of Acceptance (LOA) for the students. Include chaperone details here as well. 
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Appendix B – GCTC Contract Letter Overview 
The Contract Letter outlines the terms that we have agreed upon with respect to service of program 
delivery, medical insurance, homestay, airport transfer, cultural and social activities, orientation 
and graduation, statement of participation and bus pass, as well as any reporting requirements. It 
will also provide a summary of the Financial and Delivery Schedule and will have similar information 
to the invoice. It is different than the MOU, in that it addresses the specific details for a specific 
program for a specific term. 
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Appendix C – Other Documents 
 
Underage Activities Consent Form: Only required for students under 18 years of age. Must be 
completed and signed by a parent/guardian for underage students to be able to participate in social 
events.  

Custodianship Declaration: Only required for students under 18 years of age. Proves the 
government of Canada that suitable arrangements have been made for the care and support for 
minor children who travel to the country to study. Must be completed and sent to NC for signing 
and notarization prior to travel.  

Media Waiver Clearance Form: Grants NC permission to photograph and/or record students off 
campus. Optional for all students but students under 18 years of age also require a parent/guardian 
signature if they agree to being photographed. 
 
Student Photos: To be used for Student Identification (ID) cards. These cards grant students 
access to printing and photocopying and other NC student services. Providing student photos 
ahead of time will expedite the process and students will have ID cards on arrival. Please find 
acceptable photo submission guidelines below: 

- Photo is in colour, portrait (passport) style and centered 
- Photo is well lit, clear and in-focus 
- Photo is of only you (e.g.: No dogs, people, kites, unicorns or other distractions should be 

visible in the background) 
- Photo is in a JPG or JPEG file format with a minimum size of 360px wide by 480px high 

Dietary Restrictions: Needed ahead of time for orientation and graduation celebrations.  
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Appendix D – Policy Summary 
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